[Occupational asthma due to hard metals hypersensitivity].
The authors report the case of a worker in the hard metal industry presenting with asthma due to cobalt and nickel. The diagnosis was supported by the history, positive skin tests and lymphocyte activation as well as elevated levels of the metals in the urine and BAL. Challenge led to a delayed asthmatic reaction occurring 3.5 to 24 hours after exposure. The BAL contained high levels of tungsten and cobalt, the level of the latter doubling 48 hours after exposure. After the provocation test a nasal and broncho-alveolar eosinophilia was observed. The possibility of a delayed hypersensitivity reaction to metals is discussed by the authors.